   Miss White’s 8th Grade Science Class
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Dear Parents/Guardians and Students,

Welcome back!!  I am looking forward to an exciting year of 8th grade science.  The following course guidelines will give you a brief overview of my expectations for my students.  Please review them and sign the attached form indicating that you did so.  

We will be studying a variety of exciting topics this year including, the scientific method and processes, physics, matter and chemistry, genetics, and ecology.  The 8th grade curriculum is closely aligned with District and Arizona State Standards which can be accessed at http://www.ade.state.az.us/ and the National Common Core Standards, which can be accessed at http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/.
I will be using a variety of labs, lectures, notes, activities, demonstrations and readings from the textbooks.  You can find my lesson plans posted each week on my website: http://misswhitesscienceclass.weebly.com.  I will also have the assignments posted in class and expect that each week students write them down.

We will be using a variety of textbooks this year. A copy of each book is available online at www.classzone.com. Each student will have the opportunity during the first week of school to set up their personal account, giving them full access to the materials online. If you would like to check out a textbook, please let me know and I will be happy to supply one.
Please contact me if you have any questions.  

Kim White
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623-376-3386

Kimberly.white@dvusd.org
http://misswhitesscienceclass.weebly.com

______________________________________________________________________________________
Course Guidelines

Behavior Expectations

I expect each student to be respectful, on time, on task, and prepared.  All school and district rules will be enforced and handled according to the guidelines set forth in the Student Handbook. The following Campus-Wide Discipline Steps will be implemented in my classroom:
Step 1: Redirection

Step 2: Minor Incident Report with Interventions
Step 3: Minor Incident Report with Interventions and Parent Contact

Step 4: Minor Incident Report with Interventions and Parent Phone Call
Step 5: Major Behavior Referral
 Please be sure to read the handbook and become familiar with the guidelines and procedures outlined.  
Daily Classroom Procedures

1. Come in quietly and be in your seat when the bell rings.

2. Have your science notebook and homework on your desk.

3. Update your notebook at the beginning of each class period (table of contents, pages glued in.)
4. While you are working, the teacher will take attendance, make any announcements, and check homework.

5. Main activity for the day begins.

6. The teacher dismisses the class.

Interactive Student Notebooks (ISN)
Students will be keeping a science notebook in my class. This notebook is expected to be with them every day in class.  Their notebook will include a table of contents, notes, labs, thinking maps, drawings, assessments, and anything else that pertains to my class.  There will be frequent notebook checks in which students will be assessed on how complete and organized their notebook is.  These are a great tool to use when studying for tests and quizzes! (Mead 1 Subject College Ruled Notebooks are preferred.) 
Absences and Make-up Work

Please see the Student Handbook for information on absent work.
Homework

Usually, there will be time provided in class for you to work on assignments. Anything that is not completed during this time will be homework.  
Late Work
No late work will be accepted.
Grades

Hillcrest's science department uses the following weighted grading percentages for all student grades:

Classwork & Homework:                                     
25%

Labs/Projects:                                                             25%

Tests and Quizzes:  




50%

The grading scale is as follows: 
90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
Below 60 = F
** Note –Students in grades 7 & 8 must have a D or higher FINAL GRADE in ALL four core academic classes to promote to the next grade level. 

Graded Work
Please keep all graded work, quizzes, and tests in your science notebook for each quarter.  This policy is to protect you in case you have any questions about a grade.  
Materials 
Notebook specifically for science (preferably a 1 subject college ruled notebook) – one notebook per semester
Pencils and erasers
Colored pencils

Glue sticks

*Arizona law requires that public schools provide supplies required for academic success.  This list represents optional, supplementary materials which you may supply at your discretion.
Website
My website will be updated weekly with lesson plans and activities for the week. Please bookmark it for frequent reference!   http://misswhitesscienceclass.weebly.com
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM BY FRIDAY, AUGUST 16, 2013
Syllabus

We have read and reviewed Miss White’s classroom information and policies (also available online at http://misswhitesscienceclass.weebly.com) for the 2013-2014 school year.  

Student Name (print) _____________________________________________________
Student Signature _______________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name (print) _______________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________________________

Best way to contact you (please choose one or both):

______  Phone: __________________________________________________________

______  Email: __________________________________________________________
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
Any additional information you want me to know about your child (please include any allergies): 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
* If you have any questions, please contact me at Kimberly.white@dvusd.org or 623-376-3386.
Textbooks

All science textbooks are available online at www.classzone.com.  Students may choose to use the online version or have textbooks checked out to them.  There will be three textbooks used during the first semester and one textbook for second semester.  Textbooks are $26 each if they are failed to be returned.
_____ We will use the online version of the textbooks and do not need a textbook sent home.

_____ We do want textbooks checked out to us.
